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OUNDERS'

ASSEMBLY
January 24, 2003
Zedeck Family Amphitheater
11:00 a.m.

PROGRAM
Introductions
Kenneth J. Veit, DO '7 6, MBA
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean

Invocation

OUR FOUNDERS

Robert C. Greer, IV, DO '77
Alumni Association President

The annual observance of
Founders' Day honors the founders of
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine:

The Pledge of Allegiance

Oscar John Snyder, DO and
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO
Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of
osteopathic medicine above personal considerations,"
was the College's first president.
He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser
and member of the board of trustees.
Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the
Commonwealth's legal recognition of the
College and the osteopathic profession through
establishing the high standards of
osteopathic medical education.

Brian Sperling (DO '04)
Student Government Association President

PCOM A Cappella
Welcome
Matthew Schure, PhD
President and Chief Executive Officer

Greetings from Class Representatives
Introduction of the
Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient
Dr. Veit and Mr. Sperling

Address by Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister
and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher.
He remained on the faculty until 1904,
teaching physiology, the philosophy and
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics.
He was PCOM's first secretary and
treasurer, and the de focto dean until 1902 .
. Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy
to promote osteopathic medicine in
Philadelphia and wrote the AOP\.s first constitution.

Joshua M. Baron (DO '03)

Introduction of the
O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient
Dr. Schure

Address by O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient
Leonard W Johnson, DO '64
Benediction
Robert G. Cuzzolino, EdD
Vice Dean for Graduate Programs and Academic Planning

Research Posters will be exhibited immediately following
the assembly in the OMM Lab, Evans Hall

0.]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT

Leonard W. Johnson, DO
Class of 1964
He recites the achievements of the students he has helped
like a proud father ... the PCOM student who just
completed his internship ... the three young women who
graduated from college with honors and went on to
medical and law schools ... the student who is on track to
graduate summa cum laude from medical school this year.
These students and countless others like them are the legacy of Leonard W
Johnson, DO '64, the 2003 O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal recipient. He has
dedicated his life to helping people, not only through the practice of medicine,
but by mentoring hundreds of students and helping hundreds more obtain the
financial resources to attend college and medical school.
During the past year alone, Dr. Johnson facilitated numerous scholarships for
minority students attending PCOM, mentored about 30 medical students in
his bustling practice at Spruce Medical Center in West Philadelphia, and he
has helped 43 Philadelphia-area students acquire scholarships to his undergraduate alma mater, Florida A&M University.
"I try to help make life better for people, especially those who are less
fortunate," says Dr. Johnson who, along with his associates, cares for over
10,000 patients in his medical practice.
He worries about patients who cannot get the best prescription medicine to
treat their illnesses because they receive welfare. He also worries about young.
people who might not realize their full potential in life because they can't
afford to go to college or medical school.
"We need to do more," he emphasizes. "We need better public health policies,
and we need to provide more scholarship money for capable students who are
underserved."
Dr. Johnson has done more than his share as a member of PCOM's Minority
Scholarship Committee and as chairman of the Florida A&M Alumni
Association Scholarship Committee nearly every year since 1963.
Dr. Johnson's inspiration for helping others began at Christmas time when he
was a child growing up in Orlando, Florida. "My mother invited a lot of the
less fortunate people in the neighborhood to join us for dinner," he explained.
"That memory will always be with me."
His decision to become a doctor was inspired at an early age by his family
physician, Dr. S.H. Daniels. "I remember vividly that he used to make house
calls and he was very active in the community," he recalls.
Dr. Johnson has emulated Dr. Daniels' community involvement by regularly
sponsoring health fairs and school programs, among many other activities.
After his medical practice adopted a West Philadelphia elementary school,

Dr. Johnson instituted a Health Academy at the school to encourage young
African-American students to consider careers in health care. In 1992, he
expanded the Health Academy to his church, Bright Hope Baptist, where he
is a member of the Board ofTrustees.
"There is a severe shortage of African Americans in health care," explains
Dr. Johnson. "Through the Health Academy, we are increasing the number of
young people who are entering this field."
Dr. Johnson has also helped many young people in his neighborhood through
his Spruce Adolescent Counseling and Education Center whose mission is to
reduce adolescent pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases.
"I feel good about fulfilling needs in the community," Dr. Johnson reflects. "Many
years ago, just before I was accepted at PCOM, I met the former dean, Dr.
Ottobein Dressler. He said, 'Johnson, when you get into PCOM, do me a favor.
Black people need you badly. They need you as their doctor and they need you as
their friend and they need you to help them to move forward. Don't overcharge
them, please, because they don't have the money. Go out there and make people
better.' I shall never forget that and I have always tried to do what he told me."
He was also inspired by his pastor at Bright Hope, Rev. Dr. William H. Gray, and
by former PCOM president Tom Rowland. "Both men told me that the greatest
thing you can do in life is to help people who are less fortunate," he recalls.
During the past 30 years, Dr. Johnson has mentored hundreds of PCOM
medical students. He admits that he works them hard during their one-month
clerkship in his medical practice. "If you don't want to work hard, this is not
the place for you," he says. "Being a physician is very demanding. We want to
give students a taste of real life!"
As a member of the PCOM Board ofTrustees, Dr. Johnson is vitally interested
in the continued success of the College. "We need to continue to prepare good
primary care physicians," he says. "They are the basis of medicine." He takes
pride in the fact that, as a primary care doctor, he's made a lot of good
diagnoses and a lot of referrals that made the difference between life and
death. A firm believer in osteopathic manipulative medicine (OMM), he also
emphasizes the importance of OMM research at PCOM.
Throughout his 33 years in practice, Dr. Johnson has earned many awards and
honors for his work with youth, education and the community as well as for
his professional achievements.
Dr. Johnson and his wife, Annie, have a son, Ronald, and a granddaughter,
Ashley, who is a National Merit Scholar at Florida A&M University.
For his lifelong commitment to improving the lives of the underserved
through quality health care, educational opportunities and community
outreach, and for his years of dedication to PCOM and its students as a
mentor and as a member of the College's Board ofTrustees and Minority
Scholarship Committee, PCOM is proud to present its highest award,
the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal, to Leonard W Johnson, DO.
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Leonard W. Johnson, DO
Class of 1964, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

Joshua M. Baron
Class of2003

Selected Curriculum Vitae

Josh Baron has always believed that a doctor has an
opportunity to be not just a doctor, but also a coach,
teacher and friend. "Being a doctor provides an awesome
chance to get involved and make a difference in the lives
of patients and other people in the community," he says.

Professional Activities
.
Medical Director/Owner, Spruce Medical Center, Philadelphia, Pa., 1965 present.

Chairman, Spruce Adolescent Counseling & Education Center, Inc.,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1980 - present

Throughout his four years at PCOM, Baron has put his
personal philosophy into practice. During his urban medicine rotation at the
Fairmount Clinic in Philadelphia, he volunteered to accompany the clinic's
community outreach coordinator to medically underserved areas where they
delivered food to the homeless, offered blood pressure checks and AIDS
testing, and he talked with local youth about substance abuse and safe sex.

Former Member, Clinical Laboratory Advisory Committee for the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Member, American Academy of Family Physicians
Member, American Osteopathic Association
Member, Board of Trustees, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine
Member, Minority Scholarship Committee, Philadelphia College of
Osteopathic Medicine

During two stints as a Habitat for Humanity volunteer, Baron was deeply
moved by the experience of "helping to put a roof over someone's head.
It reaffirmed my belief that a doctor can and should make a difference in
people's lives in many meaningful ways," he recalls.

Life Member, Alumni Association, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine
Past President, Nu Chapter, Chi Delta Mu Medical Fraternity

Baron has also made a difference in the PCOM community. As an Executive
Board Member of the Student Government Association, he has served as a
catalyst for change. "We've helped to create more rotation opportunities,
addressed the need for curriculum changes and provided equipment for
students learning primary care skills."

Awards
Physician's Recognition Award, American Medical Association, 1991

Distinguished Alumni Award for outstanding achievements in medicine,
Florida A&M University Alumni Association, 1991
Bright Hope Baptist Church Health Academy Award, 2000

While a member of the PCOM Mentoring Program, Baron coached
St. Joseph's University students as they prepared for medical school
applications and MCAT exams. On DO Day on Capitol Hill 2002, he and
other PCOM students lobbied U. S. Senator Arlen Specter for continued
government funding of medical education.

Mary McLeod Bethune Symposium II Award for "providing outstanding medical
services in a caring environment to. the West Philadelphia community," 2000
Channel 3 TV Community Service Award, 1996
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity- Humanitarian Award, 1999, Achievement
Awards, 1994, 1976, 1975
Dr. Charles Drew Award, American Red Cross, 1993
Community Activities
Former Chairman, Board of Directors, New Horizon Research Educational
Institute, Inc.

Former Member, Board of Directors, Philadelphia Division, American Cancer
Society
Former Chairman, Board ofTrustees, Berean Institute
Former Member, Mayor's Co~mittee on Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention
Member, Board of Directors, National Adoption Committee

r

As a member of PCOM's Student Admissions Committee, Baron has taken
pride in "helping PCOM to get the best students and continue its long tradition of excellence." He knows firsthand about that tradition since he is the
sixth member of his family to attend PCOM, following in the footsteps of his
father, Paul Baron, DO '83; great-uncle Edward Zimmerman, DO '54 and
cousin David Baron, DO '78, among other family members.
A Sigma Sigma Phi Honor Society member, Baron looks forward to a career
in emergency medicine. "The ER will give me the opportunity to be involved
with people in the community who don't have medical insurance or a primary
care doctor," he reflects.
To honor his leadership and enthusiasm for helping others and enhancing
medical education through positive change, the College proudly presents
Joshua M. Baron (DO '03) with the Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal.

MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the
student who is recognized by students, faculty and the administration as
"Student DO of the Year," an award that is part of an annual tradition
at each osteopathic medical school nationwide. The recipient is honored
for outstanding achievement and service to the College, the community
and the osteopathic profession and is selected by representatives of the
overall College community.
1999 Dana Hamilton, DO '99
2000 Alison Leff, DO '00
2001 Constance Gasda, DO '01

2002 Edward J. Armbruster, DO '02
2003 Joshua M. Baron (DO '03)

0. ]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL
The O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the
co-founder of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine,
is the College's highest award to recognize leadership and service to the
osteopathic profession and to the College.
1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO*
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO*
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO*
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO*
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO*
1959 Ira W. Drew, DO '11 *
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO ' 10*
1961 James M. Eaton, DO '28*
1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24*
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO '17*
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23*
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 *
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24*
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26*
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO '22*
1970 Frederic H. Barth,
BS, LLD (hon.)*
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26*
1972 George W. Northup, DO '39*
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28*
197 4 Herman Kohn, DO '27*
1975 William S. Spaeth, DO '25*
1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO '21 *
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34*
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22*
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26*

1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26*
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23*
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32*
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36*
1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr.,
BS, LLD (hon.), DSc (hon.)*
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35
1986 David Heilig, DO '44*
1987 W. Kenneth Riland, DO '36*
1988 RichardS. Koch, DO '38
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40 ·
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42*
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38*
1996 Albert F. D 'Alonzo, DO '56
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO '39*
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59
2001 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48*
2003 Leonard W. Johnson, DO '64
Deceased*

